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the decoration of it is magnificent, consisting, as it does, of beautiful carving of delicate workmanship. The exquisite embroidery work in gold in the hangings is matchless in the intricacy of its drapery, in the delicacy of its artistic work, variegated in design and wonderful in patterns of various kinds. His Highness the Maharaja dressed in gorgeous style and resplendently bejewelled, is seated in this Ratham. Throughout the procession His Highness receives the joyous and enthusiastic greetings of his people, At the end of the procession whose destination is Poojappura, His Highness alights from the Ratham, dons the temple dress and goes to the small artificial grove of greenery and performs Ms Ayudhabhyasa by piercing the tender cocoanut kept there with his lance and afterwards worships Sarasvathi in the temporary temple improvised and returns to the Palace, On arrival at the Karuvelap-pura Palace (whence the procession began) His Highness goes up to the veranda ' and scatters natural as well as artificial flowers made of gold and silver mixed with coins. These are picked up by the rabble below who scramble like school-boys to get hold of one these mementoes of this memorable occasion. A description of the procession is attempted here because some of the items to which reference is made are a unique feature in the State processions of Travancore.